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FIRST AMENDMENT OF 
THE CDBG-R SUBSTANTIAL AMENDMENT 

 
Jurisdiction:  
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Department of Housing and Community 
Development 
Jurisdiction Web Address: 
www.mass.gov/dhcd  
     

• (URL where CDBG-R Substantial 
Amendment materials are posted) 

CDBG-R Contact Person:    
Mark Siegenthaler 
Community Development Manager 
Address: 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 300 
Boston, MA  02114               
Telephone: (617) 573-1426               
Fax: (617)  573-1460                          
Email:  mark.siegenthaler@state.ma.us                         

 
 
ENSURING RESPONSIBLE SPENDING OF RECOVERY ACT FUNDS 
 
Funding available under the Recovery Act has clear purposes – to stimulate the economy through measures that 
modernize the Nation’s infrastructure, improve energy efficiency, and expand educational opportunities and access 
to health care. HUD strongly urges grantees to use CDBG-R funds for hard development costs associated with 
infrastructure activities that provide basic services to residents or activities that promote energy efficiency and 
conservation through rehabilitation or retrofitting of existing buildings.  While the full range of CDBG activities is 
available to grantees, the Department strongly suggests that grantees incorporate consideration of the public 
perception of the intent of the Recovery Act in identifying and selecting projects for CDBG-R funding. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts proposes to further amend its FY2008 One Year Action 
Plan to make use of its allocation of $9,103,174 in CDBG-R funds.  Consistent with the HUD 
CDBG-R Notice, the MA CDBG Program (the Program) has used the results of the FY2010 
competitive application process to identify eligible projects that the Program was unable to fund 
with its FY 2010 CDBG allocation.  Additional projects have been identified that will result in 
activities consistent with the purposes of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) 
and HUD goals for CDBG-R assistance.  The potential projects will be funded as a result of 
recaptured funds from the original CDBG-R awards process.  DHCD has identified 
approximately $800,000 in recaptured funds.  It expected that these funds will be sufficient to 
award to the two activities identified in this First Amendment.  If additional funds become 
available, DHCD will identify additional projects at that time. 
 
Selection of the proposed projects included use of the Commonwealth’s Community-Wide 
Needs score system to narrow the list of eligible projects.  The Program regularly assigns this 
overall evaluation score to all participating communities in order to better direct CDBG 
resources to communities most in need.  The proposed additional CDBG-R projects focus on 
unfunded activities in higher need communities, projects that scored highly in the CDBG 
competition, including specific readiness-to-proceed measures, and that otherwise meet the goals 
of ARRA.  In addition, DHCD has selected projects that will be less weather-dependent than the 
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conventional streets, sidewalks and other infrastructure activities selected for the initial funding 
program. 
 
 
A.  SPREADSHEET FOR REPORTING PROPOSED CDBG-R ACTIVITIES  
 
Grantees must provide information concerning CDBG-R assisted activities in an electronic spreadsheet provided by 
HUD.  The information that must be reported in the spreadsheet includes activity name, activity description, CDBG-
R dollar amount budgeted, eligibility category, national objective citation, additional Recovery Act funds for the 
activity received from other programs, and total activity budget.  An electronic copy of the spreadsheet and the 
format is available on HUD’s recovery website at http://www.hud.gov/recovery.   
 
 
 
Please see separate spreadsheet. 
 
Please note that while the attached spreadsheet provides a summary of the activities selected for 
funding by community, it does not provide a detailed breakdown that demonstrates compliance 
with the 10% limit on administrative funding, the 15% cap on public social services, or the 
requirement that 70% of funding benefit low- and moderate- income persons.   
 
The following is provided to demonstrate compliance with these requirements: 
 
§ As identified on the spreadsheet, $101,983 is allocated to DHCD administration.  In addition, 

the amount of CDBG-R funding for each activity includes administrative funding.  Total 
administrative funding will not exceed 10% ($910,317) of the Commonwealth’s CDBG-R 
allocation.  

 
§ Of the activities selected for funding, only one is a social service program (Easthampton 

Foreclosure Prevention and Financial Literacy) totaling approximately $46,000 – far below the 
15% cap. 

 
All CDBG-R activities will benefit low- and moderate income persons with the exception of 3 
activities in Rockland, Methuen and Northbridge that will meet the National Objective of 
Prevention/Elimination of Slum and Blight on an Area Basis.  Combined, these activities total 
approximately $1.7 million – or 18% of the total CDBG-R allocation.
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B.  CDBG-R INFORMATION BY ACTIVITY (COMPLETE FOR EACH ACTIVITY ) 
 
(1) Activity Name: (Grantees should follow the same order that activities are listed in the Spreadsheet 

for Reporting Proposed CDBG-R Activities – this will allow HUD to easily match activity narratives 
with the information provided in the spreadsheet.) 
 
Hull – Senior Center Rehabilitation Project 
 

(2) Activity Narrative:   
In addition to the Spreadsheet for Reporting Proposed CDBG-R Activities, grantees must provide a 
narrative for each activity describing how the use of the grantee’s CDBG-R funds will meet the 
requirements of Title XII of Division A and Section 1602 of ARRA.  The grantee’s narrative must 
also state how CDBG-R funds will be used in a manner that maximizes job creation and economic 
benefit in relation to the CDBG-R funds obligated, and will address the Recovery Act, by: 

This project to rehabilitate the Hull Senior Center has bid-ready plans and specifications and 
can be under contract within 120 days.  Specifically, the project will make the building fully 
accessible and will provide safety improvements with upgrades to the fire suppression and 
electrical systems. In addition, it will address the Recovery Act by: 

Check all that apply Explanation 

X Preserving and creating jobs and 
promoting economic recovery 

The project will create construction related jobs. 

X Assisting those most impacted by 
the recession 

Most of the seniors utilizing the center are low-income. 
Improvements will assist them in accessing the services 
they need. 

X Providing investment needed to 
increase economic efficiency 

Utilizing Energy Star components in the rehabilitation 
will provide economic benefits to the Center. 

 

Investing in transportation, 
environmental protection, or other 
infrastructure that will provide long-
term economic benefits 

 

X Minimizing or avoiding reductions 
in essential services 

Achieving full accessibility will allow the center to 
serve more people and provide a broader range of 
services. 

X Fostering energy independence The building will be more energy efficient after the 
improvements. 
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(3) Jobs Created: (Report the number of full- and part-time jobs estimated to be created and retained by 

the activity (including permanent, construction, and temporary jobs)). 
 

 # Full- time jobs # Part-time jobs 
Jobs Created   

Permanent jobs   
Construction jobs  6  

Temporary jobs   
Jobs Retained   

Permanent jobs   
Construction jobs   

Temporary jobs   
Total jobs created or 
retained 

6  

 
 
(4) Additional Activity Information: (A description of how the activity will promote energy 

conservation, smart growth, green building technologies, or reduced pollution emissions, if 
applicable .) 
 

Check all that apply Describe, as applicable 
X Promote energy conservation Rehabilitation will utilize energy star components 

and include upgrade to electrical system. 
X Smart growth Projects will be done within village center target 

area. 
X Green building technologies  
 Reduced pollution emissions  

 
 
 
(5) Responsible Organization: (Contact information for the organization that will implement the 

CDBG-R activity, including its name, location, and administrator contact information) 
 
Robert Fultz 
Community Development Director 
Town of Hull, Municipal Building 
253 Atlantic Avenue  
Hull, MA 02045 
 
781-773-3818 
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B.  CDBG-R INFORMATION BY ACTIVITY (COMPLETE FOR EACH ACTIVITY ) 
 
(6) Activity Name: (Grantees should follow the same order that activities are listed in the Spreadsheet 

for Reporting Proposed CDBG-R Activities – this will allow HUD to easily match activity narratives 
with the information provided in the spreadsheet.) 
 
Bernardston – Stratton Manor Public Housing Improvements 
 

(7) Activity Narrative:   
In addition to the Spreadsheet for Reporting Proposed CDBG-R Activities, grantees must provide a 
narrative for each activity describing how the use of the grantee’s CDBG-R funds will meet the 
requirements of Title XII of Division A and Section 1602 of ARRA.  The grantee’s narrative must 
also state how CDBG-R funds will be used in a manner that maximizes job creation and economic 
benefit in relation to the CDBG-R funds obligated, and will address the Recovery Act, by: 

This Activity will meet the requirements of Title XXII of Division A and Section 1602 of ARRA 
and be underway within 120 days .  Specifically, this Activity will make substantial repairs to 
and replacement of exterior building components along with installation of a new water heater. 
The rehabilitation will improve the energy efficiency of the residence and provide a more 
sustainable and safe living environment for residents. 

Check all that apply Explanation 

X Preserving and creating jobs and 
promoting economic recovery 

The project will create construction related jobs during 
the installation of the improvements. 

X Assisting those most impacted by 
the recession 

The project will provide a more energy efficient 
residence for low-income disabled and elderly 
population. 

X Providing investment needed to 
increase economic efficiency 

Use of energy efficient components will provide 
savings in operating budget for the building. 

 

Investing in transportation, 
environmental protection, or other 
infrastructure that will provide long-
term economic benefits 

 

 Minimizing or avoiding reductions 
in essential services 

 

X Fostering energy independence Energy efficiency of the building will be improved as a 
result of the rehabilitation activity. 
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(8) Jobs Created: (Report the number of full- and part-time jobs estimated to be created and retained by 

the activity (including permanent, construction, and temporary jobs)). 
 

 # Full- time jobs # Part-time jobs 
Jobs Created   

Permanent jobs   
Construction jobs  6-10  

Temporary jobs   
Jobs Retained   

Permanent jobs   
Construction jobs   

Temporary jobs   
Total jobs created or 
retained 

6-10  

 
 
(9) Additional Activity Information: (A description of how the activity will promote energy 

conservation, smart growth, green building technologies, or reduced pollution emissions, if 
applicable .) 
 

Check all that apply Describe, as applicable 
X Promote energy conservation Promotes efficiency in replacing outdated 

components with newer, energy efficient models. 
 Smart growth  
 Green building technologies  
 Reduced pollution emissions  

 
 
 
(10)Responsible Organization: (Contact information for the organization that will implement the 

CDBG-R activity, including its name, location, and administrator contact information) 
 
Rebecca Jurek      Donna Cote 
Town of Bernardston     FCRHRA 
38 Church Street, P.O. Box 504    42 Canal Road 
Bernardston, MA 01337     Turner’s Falls, MA 01376 
 
413 648-5401       413 863-9781 Ext 144 
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C.   PUBLIC COMMENT   
 
Provide a summary of public comments received to the proposed First Amendment of the 
CDBG-R Substantial Amendment. 
 
Note:  A Proposed CDBG-R Substantial Amendment must be published via the usual methods 
and posted on the jurisdiction’s website for no less than 7 calendar days for public comment. 
 
Response: 

 
Public Comment Period: November 8, 2010 – November 16, 2010 
 
Written Testimony Received 
 
Summary of Comments Received and Responses  
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Opportunity for Public Comment 
 
 

 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009  

Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG-R) 
 

Amendment of the Substantial Amendment to the Fiscal Year 2008  
 CDBG One-Year Action Plan 

 
 
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts through the Department of Housing and Community 
Development (DHCD) is proposing a Amendment of the Substantial Amendment to its FY2008 
CDBG One-Year Action Plan identifying additional potential projects to receive CDBG funding 
under the CDBG-R component.  The Amended Plan is available on the Department’s website – 
www.mass.gov/dhcd.  DHCD seeks comments regarding the amendment from all interested 
parties. 
 
 
The public comment period will run from November 8, 2010, 2010 through 12:00 pm on 
November 16, 2010.  Interested parties may submit comments, in writing or via email, directly to 
DHCD at any time during the comment period.  Comments may be directed to: Mark 
Siegenthaler, Community Development Manager, DHCD, 100 Cambridge St, Suite 300, Boston, 
MA 02114 or mark.siegenthaler@state.ma.us.   
 
 
 


